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i - DeScription of YASA internAtionAl

1- YASA - BAckgrounD
YASA is an International Non-Governmental Organization 

(registered in Calgary, Canada) seeking to create a greater level of 
safety awareness and commitment from all people in order to reduce 
the global burden of unintentional injuries caused by road accidents.  
YASA works to persuade policy-makers and decision-makers of the 
immediate necessity to treat Injury Prevention as a major public health 
issue and to adopt the universal concept of 6Es, based on cross-sectoral 
collaboration, as a new approach to reduce RTI.

YASA Group for Public Safety that is known by “YASA International” 
organizes various studies and programs aiming at:

1. Increasing international cooperation for safety promotion.
2. Promote the role of Youth in the campaigns related to traffic safety
3. Promoting the Youth Declaration for Road Safety by involving the 

youth in road safety promotion.
Over the years since its initiation YASA has organized and held many 

safety promotion interventions. It has organized thousands of safety 
promotion conferences About the following issues:

• Effects of speed on car accidents  
• Effects o Alcohol on cars accidents
• Role of state in enforcing traffic rules and regulations
• Measures of safety inside the vehicles and for motorcycles
• Mechanical inspection of cars  
• Protection of children from accidents  
• Protection of pedestrians 
• Problems of trucks   
• Role of education and media in the prevention of car accident
• Car Insurance
• Role of associations concerned with First Aid
• Infrastructure and Road Signing
• Children and prevention inside the car
• Maintenance and mechanical inspection
• Traffic law and role of Internal Security Forces
• Pedestrian accidents, awareness, and rights the disabled
• Role of insurance in traffic crash prevention
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• Driving license improvements
• Establishing a documentation system for traffic law violations
• Increasing media campaigns which aim to show the importance 

of seatbelts
• Increasing campaigns which aim to spread knowledge of 

emergency numbers
• Importance of building more pavements and pedestrian bridges
• Improving public safety in road construction zones
• Better implementation of the traffic law
• Mechanical inspection of cars
• Sharing experiences with other Arab countries
• Improving relationship between citizen and police
• Simulations
• Developing the capabilities of emergency units
• Improving road networks and maintenance  
• Discussion on European experiences
• Discussion on Arab experiences
• Discussion on the experience of Gulf countries in the field of car 

accidents prevention
• Discussion on the experience of Arab universities in the field of 

car accidents  



27

2- SiSter orgAnizAtionS 

A - Scientific reSeArch founDAtion (Srf)
       www.srfo.org

The Scientific Research Foundation is a unique research institution 
dedicated for safety promotion and injury prevention in Lebanon. 
In 1997, this institution was established by university students who 
believed that research and observation of traffic safety conditions in 
Lebanon may be beneficial in orienting safety awareness campaigns.

Since 1997, SRF built sustainable and extensive research and 
cooperation with many organizations concerned with safety promotion 
and violence prevention such as the Youth Association for Social 
Awareness (YASA), the Lebanese Fire Prevention Committee (LFPC), 
the Lebanese Association for School Safety Awareness (LASSA), the 
Lebanese Association for Sport Injury Prevention (LASIP), Child of 
Lebanon, Syndicate of Nurseries, and more...

Some ProjectS
In fall 2003, SRF prepared a joint campaign with the World Health 

Organization (WHO) office in Beirut, YASA, and the Ministry of Public 
Health. This campaign was based on the production of a 64 pages 
booklet about the prevention of truck accidents and a flyer of one 
hundred thousand copies regarding traffic law violations in Lebanon. 

In February 2005, SRF and its official partner YASA launched the 
National Defensive Driving Campaign (NDDC) funded by the EU. This 
campaign aims at reducing 40% of traffic related injuries in a 36 months 
plan of execution. This national campaign includes documentaries, TV 
spots, flyers and an official driver handbook.

nAtionAl conferenceS
SRF was a major partner for YASA in the six National conferences about 

road safety in Lebanon (Oct 98, Oct 99, Jan 2001, April 2002, Jan 2004 and 
Feb 2006). In 26 March 2004, YASA and SRF celebrated the World Health 
Day dedicated to road safety by organizing the Lebanese Convention for 
Road Safety in the UN House with the participation of road safety experts 
from Syria.  On the other hand, SRF was a major partner of LFPC in the 
First National Conference for Fire Safety organized on February 2003.



28

internAtionAl eventS

SRF has participated in different international events concerning 
violence and injury preventions such as the WHO ‘World Health Day’ 
held in Geneva in April 2004, the 8th world conference on injury 
prevention and safety promotion held in South Africa in April 2006.

In January 2005, SRF adopted the following development objectives:

1. Develop a comprehensive accident and injury database;
2. Ascertain the causes of accident and background factors;
3. Develop countermeasures on the basis of scientific study and 

engineering knowledge;
4. Monitor and evaluate accidents countermeasures;
5. Assess economic and social impacts of accidents;
6. Conduct high quality research on technological, behavioral and 

educational safety improvement opportunities and their cost 
effectiveness;

7. Provide training and education in injury and violence prevention 
and safety technology;

8. Disseminate and share knowledge and translate them into safety 
policies and practices; and

9. Foster safety research excellence through exchange and linkage 
with institutions/ organizations at local, regional and global levels.

SRF is expected to achieve the following outputs during the next five 
years:

1. Improved understanding of the accident and injury problem 
characteristics;

2. Development of cost-effective safety measures and techniques;
3. Improved capacity for conducting research on injury prevention 

and countermeasures;
4. Establish cooperation for educational programs such as Diplomas, 

Masters and Ph.D. degrees in safety promotion and injury control 
studies.

5. Trained safety professional with knowledge on injury prevention 
and safety promotion;

6. Established facilities for safety education, research and training; and
7. Sustained awareness of safety promotion among policy makers and 

practitioners. 
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  B - leBAneSe fire prevention committee (lfpc)
         www.lfpc.org

The Lebanese Fire Prevention Committee was registered as an NGO 
in Lebanon in 1998.  Due to the wide spread problem of fire accidents 
and injuries in Lebanon, LFPC was initiated to deal with these issues. 
LFPC addresses domestic, forest and industrial fires.   

LFPC aims at spreading awareness about fire safety and its related 
injury prevention. It aims at reducing fire accidents, fire injuries, 
and preventing forest fires to save our environmental resources.  
Furthermore, it seeks to find common ground between the various 
parties involved in this issue in order to make their work more efficient 
and help them find quicker solutions.

In its campaigns, LFPC has reached more than 30,000 students 
around Lebanon promoting fire safety and injury prevention. In 2002, 
LFPC launched a nation-wide, student competition for fire related 
drawings and poems, and received thousands of submissions. The 
outstanding ones were exhibited at LFPC’s First National Fire Prevention 
Conference. 

LFPC has specialized educational programs for school-aged children 
and gives lectures for the military service. 

Since fire safety has never been addressed before, LFPC’s ongoing 
campaigns have resulted primarily in public awareness about this issue. 
LFPC has received a lot of feedback from parents who have changed 
their unsafe habits. 

LFPC’s lobbying has led the government to consider amending the 
law related to fire safety in buildings to ensure international fire safety 
standards in new buildings. 

LFPC was able, in a short time, to gain public acceptability regarding 
fire prevention in spite of it being a new topic.  LFPC’s work is growing 
especially with the support of schools and parents.  Moreover, the 
government is starting to show more interest and support in this issue.
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  c - leBAneSe ASSociAtion for School SAfetY
        AwAreneSS (lASSA)

      www.lassanet.org

All humans encounter many injuries during their life time which are 
due to many factors.  Research has shown that most of these injuries 
occur during our childhood years.  Furthermore studies show that about 
25% of these childhood injuries happen in school or are school related 
of which 75% occur in elementary and intermediate schools (7 – 15 
years).  This led a group of parents to establish Lebanese Association 
for School Safety Awareness (LASSA) which works on School Safety 
Promotion and Awareness

LASSA aims at spreading awareness among school students and 
staff about injury prevention and safety promotion.  It aims at assisting 
educational institutions in the endless task of injury prevention in order 
to help prevent injuries and their consequences to schools, children and 
families with school age children.  LASSA aims at providing assistance 
and support to all interested schools to help improve their environment.

In spite the fact that injuries occur in all schools whether private or 
public, around Lebanon, not much light has been shed on this issue.  
This might be due to lack of media coverage to such tragedies or even 
due to the fact that there is no one from the school held accountable 
for the accidents that occur.

LASSA has a great task of changing the behavior and the environment. 
It is faced by the main obstacle of clarifying to the public that the word 
ACCIDENT is not the exact description to what faces their children in 
schools.  Instead they should use INJURY since they are mostly avoidable 
actions.

LASSA was launched in 2005 in Lebanon as a Non Governmental 
Organization (NGO) working on school safety promotion and injury 
prevention.  Since it has started working it has participated in many TV 
and Radio talk shows in Lebanon.  It has also participated with other 
active NGOs in advocating school transport safety as well as pedestrian 
safety. 
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The remarkable success of LASSA’s advocacy efforts with another 
NGO was witnessed in 2005 when the intensive advocacy actions led 
the Lebanese government to take action after years of silence and 
initiate the building of pedestrian bridges.

Another remarkable success came after the continuous advocacy 
from LASSA to improve the situation around schools and help provide 
a safer environment for schools and their children while entering and 
leaving schools.  Many municipalities have collaborated with schools 
and have taken the necessary measures for ensuring better safety 
measures for their parents and students.

LASSA has proven to be a successful initiative in Lebanon. It is hoped 
to be replicated in other countries with similar situations.

The Lebanese Association for School Safety Awareness has been 
formed to aid educational institutions in the major task they have of 
injury prevention. Most institutions have at least some basic interest 
in keeping their students safe from injury while at school. As Lebanon’s 
culture and society progress we feel there will be even more interest in 
the area of school safety.

As a short term goal LASSA hopes to aid schools in their injury 
prevention through a program that will deal with each school individually 
on the level that they request. It can be as simple as suggestions for 
safety improvements or as detailed as a study of all school facilities 
and activities and a presentation of our findings. As a longer term goal, 
LASS hopes to spread its injury prevention philosophy to the rest of the 
Middle East by offering our services to schools outside of Lebanon.

Some examples of areas for school safety LASSA may address are:

• Bus/transportation safety (to and from school)
• Building safety (window/stairs)
• Classroom dangers (chair/desks)
• Bathroom dangers (wet floors, cleaning supplies)
• First Aid suggestions
• Playground safety
• Sport class safety



32

  D - tArek ASSi founDAtion (tAf)

During our life span, we encounter many outstanding students 
who are financially in need. This bitter sweet reality has forced many 
excellent students to give up on education and start working at a young 
age in order to make a living. Tarek Assi Foundation was established to 
deal specifically with this problem.

Established in 1995, Tarek Assi Foundation aims at helping 
outstanding students who are financially weak. The association aims 
at giving outstanding individuals financial support to continue their 
education. Each year, the association allocates a certain financial 
amount dedicated to support students in their education expenses. 

By doing so, TAF hopes to give more students the opportunity to 
continue their education and serve their country in a superior manner.

TAF’s charity work is not limited to helping needy students although 
this forms a priority for the organization. TAF aims to do other charity 
activities for various parties; individuals, families, NGOs, etc.

miSSion
Many outstanding students in Lebanon are financially weak and 

hence unable to pursue adequate education. TAF has been formed to 
aid such students in their quest for education through providing them 
with financial support.

The Charity work of TAF also includes helping needy families, NGOs, 
schools, universities, etc. 

Another purpose of TAF is to assist other NGOs dedicated to safety 
promotion and injury prevention. TAF collaborates and joins efforts 
with such NGOs to help reduce injuries and build a safer environment.
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  e - leBAneSe ASSociAtion for SportS injurY
        prevention (lASip)

       www.lasip.net

There is a lack in the prevention of sports injuries in all the schools 
and sports clubs in Lebanon. This is due to:

- Lack of long term strategies in many sport fields
- The notion of sports injury prevention does not exist in the Lebanese 

society (rarely on an individual basis)
- Sports competence level is growing rapidly; Lebanon has won some 

regional titles especially in basketball.
LASIP aims at establishing on a national scale a policy for sports 

injury prevention (SIP) in Lebanon.

methodS:
- Setting the policy: a sports medicine doctor along with a specialized 

team will set the policy and supervise its application.
- Promotion: widespread the knowledge of the basic principles of SIP 

by means of conferences, medias, brochures…
- Collecting data from specific sources: emergency departments, 

insurance companies, sports clubs and schoResearch: conduct 
research programs to evaluate the efficiency of our policy with the 
Scientific Research Foundation

- Focus the effort on widely performed sports: basket, volley, foot, 
tennis, athletism, skiing , martial arts, cycling

- To create a sports medicine prevention department within 
universities

- Evaluate our results two years later

reSultS: 
We have created a society for sports injury prevention called 

Lebanese Sports Injury Prevention Society (LSIPS)

concluSion:
It is possible to establish and promote a nation-wide policy to prevent 

sports injuries even in a country where such a policy was never set.
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  f - the “SAfe BuilDing AlliAnce” (SBA)
www.safeb.org

The “Safe Building Alliance” (SBA) is a non governmental organization 
that was established in 2006 (Memo 273/2006) and aims to spread 
knowledge and awareness of safety standards for different types of 
buildings.  

mAin goAlS for the SBA:
1. Raise public awareness about safety standards in various types of 

buildings.
2. Raising awareness about the dangers of building accidents and 

resulting casualties.
3. Cooperation with experts and different governmental and non 

governmental organizations in order to improve and develop 
knowledge and awareness about building safety. 

4. SBA signed a number of agreements with many organizations 
specialized in public safety namely with the YASA group for public 
safety.  It has also recently joined YASA Group for Public Safety.

the puBlic SAfetY Decree 14293/2005 StAteS:
The decree identifies the organizing conditions regarding public 

safety and fire prevention in all buildings, educational establishments, 
hospitals, factories and commercial centers. They are as follows:

1. Impose international standards on the quality of construction 
materials and how competent they resist fire.

2. Mandatory emergency stair designs and construction of 
protected exits for emergency building evacuation.

3. Identification of spontaneous warning and extinguish systems 
distributed all over the building.

4. Make all the civil defense necessities available. 

SbA recommendAtionS
1. Application of international standards concerning the 

construction material to guarantee the strength of buildings.
2. Assuring that the civil engineers abide by decree 14293 and its 

conditions before granting them the construction license.
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3. Continuous maintenance of buildings and their accessories.
4. Strict mandatory technical check up of buildings and structures 

public safety requirements.
5. Making sure that technical inspectors are not involved in any sort 

of activities related to designing, implementing works or offering 
consultations of any structure.

6. Making sure of attaching the construction license request with an 
insurance policy to secure refunding any damage resulting from 
bad design, weak construction or lack of construction material.
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